15.602

Contribution means a concept, sugges-
tion, or idea presented to the Govern-
ment for its use with no indication
that the source intends to devote any
further effort to it on the Govern-
ment’s behalf.

[62 FR 51230, Sept. 30, 1997, as amended at 66
FR 2129, Jan. 10, 2001]

15.602

It is the policy of the Government to
encourage the submission of new and
innovative ideas in response to Broad
Agency Announcements, Small Busi-
ness Innovation Research topics, Small
Business Technology Transfer Re-
search topics, Program Research and
Development Announcements, or any
other Government-initiated solicita-
tion or program. When the new and in-
novative ideas do not fall under topic
areas publicized under those programs
or techniques, the ideas may be sub-
mitted as unsolicited proposals.

Policy.

15.603 General.

(a) Unsolicited proposals allow
unique and innovative ideas or ap-
proaches that have been developed out-
side the Government to be made avail-
able to Government agencies for use in
accomplishment of their missions. Un-
solicited proposals are offered with the
intent that the Government will enter
into a contract with the offeror for re-
search and development or other ef-
forts supporting the Government mis-
sion, and often represent a substantial
investment of time and effort by the
offeror.

(b) Advertising material, commercial
item offers, or contributions, as defined
in 15.601, or routine correspondence on
technical issues, are not unsolicited
proposals.

(c) A wvalid unsolicited proposal
must—

(1) Be innovative and unique;

(2) Be independently originated and
developed by the offeror;

(3) Be prepared without Government
supervision, endorsement, direction, or
direct Government involvement;

(4) Include sufficient detail to permit
a determination that Government sup-
port could be worthwhile and the pro-
posed work could benefit the agency’s
research and development or other mis-
sion responsibilities;
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(5) Not be an advance proposal for a
known agency requirement that can be
acquired by competitive methods; and

(6) Not address a previously published
agency requirement.

(d) Unsolicited proposals in response
to a publicized general statement of
agency needs are considered to be inde-
pendently originated.

(e) Agencies must evaluate unsolic-
ited proposals for energy-savings per-
formance contracts in accordance with
the procedures in 10 CFR 436.33(b).

[62 FR 51230, Sept. 30, 1997, as amended at 66
FR 656352, Dec. 18, 2002; 69 FR 17769]

15.604 Agency points of contact.

(a) Preliminary contact with agency
technical or other appropriate per-
sonnel before preparing a detailed un-
solicited proposal or submitting propri-
etary information to the Government
may save considerable time and effort
for both parties (see 15.201). Agencies
must make available to potential
offerors of unsolicited proposals at
least the following information:

(1) Definition (see 2.101) and content
(see 15.605) of an unsolicited proposal
acceptable for formal evaluation.

(2) Requirements concerning respon-
sible prospective contractors (see sub-
part 9.1), and organizational conflicts
of interest (see subpart 9.5).

(3) Guidance on preferred methods for
submitting ideas/concepts to the Gov-
ernment, such as any agency: upcom-
ing solicitations; Broad Agency An-
nouncements; Small Business Innova-
tion Research programs; Small Busi-
ness Technology Transfer Research
programs; Program Research and De-
velopment Announcements; or grant
programs.

(4) Agency points of contact for infor-
mation regarding advertising, con-
tributions, and other types of trans-
actions similar to unsolicited pro-
posals.

(5) Information sources on agency ob-
jectives and areas of potential interest.

(6) Procedures for submission and
evaluation of unsolicited proposals.

(7) Instructions for identifying and
marking proprietary information so
that it is protected and restrictive leg-
ends conform to 15.609.

(b) Only the cognizant contracting
officer has the authority to bind the
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